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VOIS 2022 Comprehensive Survey
11% of international students are not aware of the current residency procedures and only 52.4% 
are aware of the accompanying student health insurance, which entitles students to free health-
care at public hospitals, up to and including some ‘minor’ surgeries like for appendicitis.



For new students
•    Prior to your arrival, it is important to inform your institution of your arrival date to 

ensure your name has been forwarded to the relevant local bodies and confirm the 
immigration requirements for your nationality.

•    On arrival, have the following documents handy - your acceptance/invitation letter, 
original copies of your transcripts and results as certified by the relevant authority in 
your home country, and anything else relevant to your admission.

•    It is important to make sure that the information on your documents is accurate and 
consistent, such as the spelling and order of your names. Also familiarize yourself with 
the name and location of your institution as well as any preliminary living arrange-
ments you may have made in case you’re asked.

•    Where possible, avoid having anything that could suggest an intention to cross over to 
the southern part of the island, such as electronic communications or phone numbers 
of people in the Republic of Cyprus (commonly referred to as South Cyprus). 

•    It was announced in September 2022 that students from Nigeria, Armenia, and Syria 
are required to purchase return tickets prior to their arrival at the airport. Some new 
students have also reported being asked to provide proof of funds between 
$500-$1000 in cash at the point of entry. While these practices haven’t been consist-
ent, it is important to contact your institution directly to clarify what the requirements 
are for your nationality prior to travelling.

•    Provided everything is in order, you will be issued a 90-day student entry visa and 
must get your residence permit during this time.
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Do’s and Don’ts when arriving at Ercan
Do’s and Don’ts when arriving by air

Procedures for student permit in the 
northern part of Cyprus:

For returning students: 

For new/unregistered students

•    To avoid unnecessary complications, make sure your return date is before the expiry of 
your residence permit (March 30th or September 30th).

•    Make sure to have a copy of your valid residence permit (Muhaceret) when arriving at 
the airport. 

•    If you do not have a valid permit, you may be refused entry and asked to pay a fine 
that is equal to the daily minimum wage multiplied by the number of days you over-
stayed your last visa or permit.

•    If you are a new student or changed institutions and now have a new student number, 
select 'Sign up now' and fill the required fields. Note that the information you enter 
there must match the information in your institution's student portal exactly.

•    If there are any inaccurate spellings or details, contact your institution's student servic-
es office to correct the error from their system and in instances where the mistake 
cannot be fixed by the relevant student services office, make sure to go to the immi-
gration office/ministry of interior here to fix the issue from their end.

 
•    After filling in all your details, you will be sent a username and password through the 

phone number or email that you provided on the application page.

•    Make sure you’re a registered and active student in any higher education institution in 
the northern part of Cyprus and that your institution has forwarded your information to 
the relevant local bodies. Go to the student permit website 
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https://permissions.gov.ct.tr/login
https://goo.gl/maps/mpJ2dCRPXbmL8Wu79
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For registered students

If your health report is not approved, we advise you to
contact us or the Think Positive Initiative on Instagram
or here before going for a second test, so that you can 
be better informed about your rights as well as the 
procedures followed. 

•    Log in to the system using your username and password. 

•    Next step is getting a health report, if you have a valid and accepted health report 
click on the ‘I have a valid health report’. Note: your health report would have to be 
certified by the regional hospital and are usually valid for a limited amount of time. 
Please read the instructions on the website to confirm if your health report is still valid.

•    If you don’t have a valid or certified health report, click on the ‘I do not have a valid 
health report’ and make your payment through the system for the laboratory test. The 
hospital or lab is assigned by the system for your health report to be done. 

•    Make sure to visit the hospital or lab assigned to you to get your necessary tests done 
within the number of days indicated by the system. Once your medial report has been 
approved, you would receive a tick from the system which means you can proceed 
with the next step. Notifications are not sent by the system, make sure to check 
the system for updates because the test results usually take about 5-15 working 
days. 

•    Next is the tax payment which is also done online through the system. 

•    Once your tax payment is completed, your student permit would be ready within one 
working day and can be downloaded and printed from the system. 

•    If your medical report is not approved, you will be asked to take a second test. If the 
result is the same, you will be asked to visit the ministry of health in Nicosia. There, 
you'll be directed to a doctor who will make a recommendation based on your results.

Procedures for student permit in the northern part of Cyprus:

https://www.instagram.com/pozitifdusuninisiyatifi/
https://linktr.ee/pozitifdusun
http://www.voiscyprus.org/


Do’s and Don’ts when arriving at Ercan
Things to note
•    Only Turkish citizens are given 2 years for the student residence permit; other nation-

alities need to renew their permits every year.

•    All payments are done online through the system and require the use of local bank 
cards. International or foreign cards do not work on the system. 

•    You are not allowed to go across any crossing point (green line) into the Republic of 
Cyprus.

•    Your student permit does not give you access to other countries, including Turkey, and 
you will need to apply for a Turkish visa separately. The permit is only for usage in the 
northern part of Cyprus. 

•    No one has the right to request for your passport to be handed to them for keeping or 
to search your body, house, or private belongings including the police, except:

i. they have a search warrant; or 
ii. they have reasonable belief that the person who is about to be searched has 

or is in the process of committing a crime which is punishable by at least 2 
years in prison; or 

iii. if they believe that you are in possession of property that may have been 
used in a crime.
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Procedures for student permit in the northern part of Cyprus:



Risks of not having a student residence 
permit:
•    Having a valid residence permit as a student allows you in the northern part of Cyprus 

legally to stay in the country and enjoy the full benefits of being a student. For 
instance; access to public hospital for treatment.

•    Without a valid permit, you are at risk of being deported from the northern part of 
cyprus and may also find it difficult to access certain services.

•    Please note that the student residence permit does not allow you to work in the north-
ern part of cyprus. A separate student work permit is required for that, which would 
need to be gotten for you by your employer. You can find more information on the 
student work permit from www.voiscyprus.org or on our socials.

•    Amnesty is an initiative used to pardon those who have overstayed their tourist visa or 
did not renew their residence permit once it expired.

•    It essentially allows you to regularize your status temporarily by exempting you from 
the penalties of staying in the northern part of cyprus without a residence permit.

•    Amnesty procedures are usually announced by the relevant local bodies at specific 
times so if you would like to apply, pay attention to news and other media outlets. 

•    Once your amnesty has been granted, you get a tourist visa for 60 days, during which 
time you are expected to complete your residence permit or leave the northern part of 
cyprus. 

 Amnesty in the northern part of Cyprus 
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http://www.voiscyprus.org


Do’s and Don’ts when arriving at Ercan
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Human Tra�icking
•    The United Nations defines human trafficking as the recruitment, transportation, trans-

fer, harbouring or receipt of people through force, fraud or deception, with the aim of 
exploiting them for profit. Men, women, and children of all ages and from all back-
grounds can become victims of this crime, which occurs in every region of the world. 
The traffickers often use violence or fraudulent employment agencies and fake promis-
es of education and job opportunities to trick and coerce their victims.

•    It consists of a purpose (such as prostitution, forced labour or servitude, organ remov-
al), means (like threats, violence, deception, or abuse of power), and act (abduction, 
transportation from one place to another, transfer, harbouring, or providing opportuni-
ties to enter or leave the country). Any actions under these three elements constitutes 
human trafficking and, in such cases, it is impossible to speak of consent.

•    When the crime of human trafficking is being investigated or prosecuted, the affected 
person will not be prosecuted or fined for any crime defined under the local legislation 
related to aliens and Immigration. This means that if you were residing in the northern 
part of Cyprus without a valid permit or entered it irregularly, you will not be prosecut-
ed.   

•    Thus, if you were brought into the northern part of Cyprus for prostitution or any other 
form of forced labour or have been working without a permit because your employer 
has refused to get one for you, you will not be prosecuted for not having a permit if you 
make a human trafficking complaint to the police and an investigation has been initiat-
ed for that purpose. 

•    This also applies in instances where you have already been arrested for not having a 
permit or entering the territory irregularly: proceedings will be terminated if it is deter-
mined by the police or the court that you are a victim of trafficking. 

•    If you know or suspect anyone of being a victim of trafficking, please reach out to the 
Human Rights Platform hotline number +905428620060 or VOIS Cyprus through any 
of our social media channels or other contacts and one of our volunteers will help 
guide you through it.

http://www.voiscyprus.org/
https://insanhaklariplatformu.eu/
+905428620060
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